What problems are involved in investigating a child’s language development?

Problems with children!
cognitive development means they may not pay attention or remember questions or understand instructions

difficult to get them to ‘perform’ when taped

children under 3 cannot reflect on their language and thereby explain

involvement of observer - eg parents interpreting children’s performance

cultural discrepancies - eg class contexts

diff rates of developmnt - now a major research focus

Methodology problems

19thC = parental diaries

since 60s - 1-way windows, large-scale sampling, recording - move to naturalistic sampling - ideally in home

Sometimes experimentation to test scientific hypotheses, test, then statistical analysis = controlled observation. But difficult to know how representative such findings may be

Whether to track small sample (longitudinal sampling) or large group at less regular intervals (cross-sectional) - examples of both in Crystal

Talking dolls, tasks

Specific egs

1: Comprehension/semantic development

how know which parts of an utterance a child understands?

Increasing evidence that production/comprehension r/p not so simple - children use words before fully understanding

lots of imitation w/o necessarily understanding

2: Grammar

mean length of utterance (p233) - see Crystal

3: Phonology
You finish this off.

